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 >>> THANK YOU, THIS IS GLENN NOWAK.  

I'M DIRECTOR OF MEDIA RELATIONS AT THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND 

PREVENTION, AND WE WELCOME YOU TODAY ON THE BRIEFING 

FOR THE SWINE INFLUENZA.  DR. BESSER IS ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE CENTERS FOR 

DISEASE CONTROL 

AND PREVENTION.   HE'S GOING TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON THE CASES AS WELL AS 

WHERE WE 

STAND IN TERMS OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND CDC ACTION.   FOR THOSE OF YOU IN THE 

ROOM, WHEN WE TAKE QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR I WOULD ASK THAT YOU WAIT 

UNTIL WE GET THE MICROPHONE TO YOU.   WE WILL TAKE QUESTIONS FROM THOSE 

PRESENT AND ALSO THE PHONE.  

I WILL TURN THE CONFERENCE OVER TO DR. RICHARD BESSER.  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU VERY MUCH AND GOOD AFTERNOON.  

I KNOW THERE'S A LOT OF CONCERN AROUND THE COUNTRY ABOUT THIS 

SITUATION HERE AROUND SWINE FLU AND THE SITUATION GOING ON IN MEXICO.  

I HOPE THIS AFTERNOON TO SHARE WITH YOU THE CURRENT STATUS OF OUR 

INVESTIGATIONS AND THE WORK THAT'S GOING ON BOTH HERE AND AROUND 

THE WORLD TO UNDERSTAND THIS BETTER AND TO CONTROL THIS OUTBREAK 

OF SWINE FLU.  

THIS SITUATION IS EVOLVING VERY QUICKLY.  

IT'S CHANGING QUICKLY AND SO YOU WILL CONTINUE TO HEAR 

INFORMATION THAT SEEMS IN CONFLICT.  

YOU WILL SEE NUMBERS IN ONE PLACE THAT MAY BE DIFFERENT FROM ANOTHER.  

TODAY I'LL GIVE YOU THE NUMBERS AS WE HAVE THEM, BUT ASK YOU TO 

FOCUS A LITTLE LESS ON THE SPECIFIC NUMBERS AND MORE WHAT IT TELLS US.  

WHAT WE LEARN FROM THE NUMBERS IS HOW DISEASE MAY BE SPREADING 

AND WHERE IT'S NOT SPREADING.  

IT TELLS US SOMETHING ABOUT TRANSMISSION AND I'LL SHARE THAT 

INFORMATION WITH YOU.  

WE CONTINUE TO APPROACH THIS INVESTIGATION AND OUR CONTROL 



EFFORTS AGGRESSIVELY.  

THAT'S BECAUSE YOU DON'T KNOW GOING INTO AN OUTBREAK WHAT IT WILL 

LOOK LIKE IN THE END, AND WE WANT TO BE AGGRESSIVE.  

WE WANT TO TAKE BOLD ACTION TO MINIMIZE THE IMPACT ON PEOPLE'S 

HEALTH FROM THIS INFECTION.  

WHERE ARE WE TODAY IN TERMS OF CASES?  

WE ARE OFFICIALLY REPORTING 40 CONFIRMED CASES IN THE UNITED 

STATES IN FIVE STATES.  

THESE ARE THE SAME STATES THAT WE REPORTED YESTERDAY.  

NEW YORK, OHIO, KANSAS, TEXAS AND CALIFORNIA.  

THE ONLY CHANGE IN CONFIRMED CASES FROM YESTERDAY IS 20 

ADDITIONAL CASES IN NEW YORK CITY AND THESE ARE ASSOCIATED WITH 

THE SAME SCHOOL OUTBREAK THAT WE TALKED ABOUT YESTERDAY AND 

REALLY REPRESENT ADDITIONAL TESTING IN THAT GROUP, NOT AN ONGOING 

SPREAD OF THAT CLUSTER.  

OF THE 40 CASES, WE ARE ONLY AWARE OF ONE INDIVIDUAL WHO IS 

HOSPITALIZED AND ALL PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN INFECTED AND WERE SICK 

HAVE RECOVERED.  

THE MEDIAN AGE IS 16 YEARS WITH A RANGE IN AGE OF 7 TO 54 YEARS 

AND AS I'VE BEEN TRYING TO STRESS, AS WE CONTINUE TO LOOK I 

EXPECT THAT WE WILL SEE CASES IN OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, AND 

I WILL FULLY EXPECT THAT WE'LL SEE A BROADER RANGE IN TERMS OF 

THE SEVERITY OF INFECTION.  

THANKFULLY, SO FAR WE HAVE NOT SEEN SEVERE DISEASE IN THIS 

COUNTRY AS HAS BEEN REPORTED IN MEXICO.  

SO FAR, CDC HAS CONFIRMED 26 CASES IN MEXICO, BUT, CLEARLY, FROM 

THE REPORTS COMING OUT OF MEXICO THIS IS A SMALL FRACTION OF WHAT 

THEY'RE SEEING.  

THESE ARE THE NUMBER OF CASES THAT WE HAVE CONFIRMED HERE IN OUR 

LABORATORY.  

I WANT TO TALK ABOUT SOME OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIONS THAT CDC 

HAS TAKEN AND THAT STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH ARE TAKING AND 

THAT THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY IS TAKING.  

WE CONTINUE TO WORK WITH STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH TO 



INVESTIGATE AND UNDERSTAND WHAT'S GOING ON.  

WE'RE CONTINUING TO PROVIDE SUPPORT IN THE LABORATORY TESTING 

THAT'S TAKING PLACE AND AS WE INVESTIGATE WE'LL CONTINUE TO LEARN 

MORE ABOUT HOW THIS DISEASE AND HOW THIS INFECTION IS TRANSMITTED 

AND HOW IT CAN BE PREVENTED AND CONTROLLED.  

WE'RE WORKING WITH THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION.  

WE'RE WORKING WITH THE PAN-AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND 

WORKING AS PART OF A TRI-NATIONAL TEAM THAT'S ON THE GROUND IN 

MEXICO TRYING TO INVESTIGATE AND UNDERSTAND THE DISEASE 

TRANSMISSION THERE.  

WE HAVE FOLKS ON THE GROUND AND WE WILL BE SENDING ADDITIONAL 

PERSONNEL TO THE GROUND TO UNDERSTAND THIS -- THIS OUTBREAK.  

YESTERDAY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES DECLARED A 

PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY.  

THIS IS IN RECOGNITION THAT THIS IS A SERIOUS EVENT AND WE'RE 

TAKING IT SERIOUSLY AND ACTING AGGRESSIVELY, BUT WHAT IT ALSO 

DOES IS IT GIVES US ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY.  

IT ALLOWS US TO MOVE PRODUCTS AND DISPENSE DRUGS IN A WAY THAT WE 

COULDN'T BEFORE AND STREAMLINED THE PROCESS BY WHICH THE 

GOVERNMENT WORKS AND SO IT'S PRIMARILY A REFLECTION OF THAT.  

IT'S SOMETHING THAT WE DO WHENEVER WE FEEL THAT WE WANT TO HAVE 

THE ABILITY TO MOVE QUICKLY AND SWIFTLY.  

WE WILL BE DISTRIBUTING YELLOW CARDS AT PORTS OF ENTRY.  

THESE WILL PROVIDE INFORMATION ON SWINE FLU SO THAT PEOPLE COMING 

INTO THE UNITED STATES WILL HAVE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS OUTBREAK 

AND WHAT TO DO IF THEY BECOME SICK AND WHAT THINGS THEY CAN DO IN 

THE LIKELIHOOD THAT THEY DO BECOME SICK.  

LATER TODAY WE WILL BE RELEASING A NEW TRAVEL ADVISORY FOR MEXICO.  

THIS IS OUT OF THE ABUNDANCE OF CAUTION AND WE WILL BE 

RECOMMENDING THAT NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL TO MEXICO BE AVOIDED.  

WE'LL ALSO BE INCLUDING IN THERE STEPS PEOPLE CAN TAKE SHOULD 

THEY NEED TO TRAVEL TO MEXICO DURING THIS TIME.  

AGAIN, THIS IS OUT OF AN ABUNDANCE OF CAUTION AS WE LEARN MORE.  

YOU CAN LOOK TO SEE OUR TRAVEL RECOMMENDATIONS REFLECT THAT.  



YESTERDAY WE ANNOUNCED THE RELEASE OF MATERIAL FROM OUR STRATEGIC 

NATIONAL STOCKPILE.  

THIS IS A STOCKPILE OF MEDICATIONS AND OTHER SUPPLIES THAT CAN BE 

VERY HELPFUL IN MANAGING AN OUTBREAK AND AGAIN, AS A 

FORWARD-LEANING MOVE WE RELEASED 25% OF THE STATE'S ALLOCATION OF 

THE STOCKPILE.  

THIS IS 11 MILLION COURSES OF ANTIVIRAL DRUGS.  

THESE ARE EN ROUTE TO AFFECTED STATES OF CALIFORNIA, NEW YORK AND 

TEXAS AS WELL AS OTHER STATES AROUND THE COUNTRY.  

YESTERDAY WE ISSUED ON OUR WEBSITE AND WE'VE SENT OUT NEW 

GUIDANCE, REFINED GUIDANCE ON WHAT COMMUNITIES CAN DO WHEN THEY 

HAVE A CASE OF SWINE FLU IN THEIR COMMUNITY.  

THIS PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON WHAT PEOPLE WHO HAVE THAT INFECTION 

SHOULD DO AND CLEARLY THAT'S STAY HOME.  

DON'T GO OUT IN THE COMMUNITY DURING THE PERIOD OF YOUR INFECTION 

WHICH IS ABOUT SEVEN DAYS, BUT YOU SHOULD STAY HOME UNTIL AT 

LEAST ONE DAY PAST YOUR SYMPTOM PERIOD.  

IF YOU DO GO OUT, IT PROVIDES GUIDANCE INTO HOW YOU CAN INTERACT 

SAFELY IN THE COMMUNITY.  

IT PROVIDES RECOMMENDATIONS IN TERMS OF CONTACT, AVOIDING CROWDED 

PLACES AND TRYING TO STAY HOME AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.  

IT TALKS ABOUT THE CLOSURE OF A SCHOOL OR DISMISSAL OF STUDENTS 

AT A TIME WHEN THERE'S AN IDENTIFIED CASE IN THE SCHOOL.  

AGAIN, THIS IS OUT OF AN ABUNDANCE OF WHERE THERE'S BEEN 

ADDITIONAL TRANSMISSION AND IT TALKS ABOUT OTHER GATHERINGS.  

WE KNOW THAT IN SOME COMMUNITIES WHERE THERE'S BEEN A CASE, 

THEY'VE CANCELED SCHOOL FUNCTIONS RELATED TO THAT AFFECTED SCHOOL.  

WE THINK THAT MAKES SENSE.  

ALL OF THESE GUIDELINES NEED TO BE TAILORED BASED ON THE LOCAL 

SITUATION AND WE EXPECT TO SEE AND IT'S APPROPRIATE TO SEE 

DIFFERENT APPLICATION OF THESE GUIDANCES IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF 

THE COUNTRY.  

I -- I ALWAYS LIKE TO MAKE THE POINT THAT CONTROL OF AN OUTBREAK 

OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IS A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY AND THERE ARE 



THINGS THAT INDIVIDUALS NEED TO DO AND THERE ARE THINGS THAT 

COMMUNITIES NEED TO DO AND THERE ARE THINGS THAT THE GOVERNMENT 

NEEDS TO DO AND IT'S IMPORTANT THAT INDIVIDUALS REALIZE THEY HAVE 

A KEY ROLE TO PLAY IN REDUCING THEIR OWN LIKELIHOOD OF GETTING INFECTED.  

THOSE ARE THE TYPICAL GUIDELINES FOR RESPIRATORY INFECTION.  

FREQUENT HAND WASHING IF YOU DON'T HAVE ACCESS TO SOAP AND WATER 

AND ALCOHOL GEL AND COVERING YOUR COUGH OR YOUR SNEEZE, THAT'S 

VERY IMPORTANT.  

IF YOU'RE SICK, AND IF YOU HAVE A FEVER AND YOU'RE SICK OR YOUR 

CHILDREN ARE SICK, DON'T GO TO WORK AND DON'T GO TO SCHOOL.  

THAT CAN HELP REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD THAT YOU WILL SHARE THAT 

INFECTION, BUT IT'S ALSO TIME FOR PEOPLE TO BE THINKING ABOUT, 

WHAT WOULD I DO IF MY CHILD'S SCHOOL WERE CLOSED?  

WHAT WOULD I DO FOR CHILD CARE?  

WOULD I BE ABLE TO WORK FROM HOME?  

IT'S TIME TO THINK ABOUT THAT SO THAT YOU'RE READY IN THE EVENT 

THAT THERE WERE A CASE IN YOUR CHILD'S SCHOOL.  

IT'S TIME FOR BUSINESSES TO REVIEW THEIR PLANS AND THINK ABOUT 

WHAT WOULD I DO IF SOME OF MY WORKERS COULDN'T COME TO WORK?  

HOW WOULD MY BUSINESS FUNCTION?  

THINK ABOUT THAT.  

THERE'S BEEN TREMENDOUS PLANNING THAT'S BEEN GOING ON AROUND THE 

COUNTRY OVER THE PAST NUMBER OF YEARS.  

IT'S TIME FOR PEOPLE TO REVIEW THOSE PLANS AND THINK ABOUT WHAT 

THEY WOULD DO.  

IT'S TIME FOR SCHOOLS AND FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS TO THINK 

ABOUT AS WELL, WHAT WOULD I DO IF THERE WERE AN ONGOING OUTBREAK 

IN MY COMMUNITY.  

HOPEFULLY THIS OUTBREAK WOULD NOT PROGRESS, BUT LEANING FORWARD 

AND THINKING ABOUT WHAT YOU WOULD DO IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 

THINGS INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES CAN UNDERTAKE RIGHT NOW.  

IT MATTERS LESS WHAT WE CALL THIS THAN WHAT ACTIONS WE TAKE, AND 

WE ARE ACTING AGGRESSIVELY BASED ON WHAT WE KNOW TODAY AND 

WHETHER THE TERM CHANGES, THAT'S NOT GOING TO CHANGE OUR APPROACH 



TO THAT SITUATION AND THAT'S A VERY IMPORTANT POINT.  

WE TRIGGER OUR ACTIONS BASED ON WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE COMMUNITY 

AND NOT BASED ON WHAT LABEL IS PUT ON A PARTICULAR OUTBREAK.  

THERE'S NO SINGLE ACTION THAT WILL CONTROL AN OUTBREAK, BUT THE 

COMBINED ACTIONS THAT WE ARE PROPOSING AND THEY'RE BEING 

UNDERTAKEN AROUND THE COUNTRY WILL HELP TO STEM THE TIDE OF ANY 

INFECTIOUS DISEASE OUTBREAK AND THIS ONE IN PARTICULAR.  

I WANT TO REITERATE THAT EVERYONE HAS A RESPONSIBILITY AND IT'S 

BEEN ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE TO SEE PEOPLE AROUND THE COUNTRY 

STANDING UP AND TAKING RESPONSIBILITY AND DOING THE THINGS THAT 

THEY NEED TO DO TO HELP REDUCE THE IMPACT OF THIS OUTBREAK.  

I WANT TO RECOGNIZE THAT MUCH IS UNKNOWN.  

WE WILL CONTINUE TO GIVE YOUR INFORMATION AS WE KNOW IT AND 

PROVIDE AS MANY OPPORTUNITIES AS POSSIBLE FOR YOUR QUESTIONS TO 

BE ANSWERED.  

AND LASTLY, I REALLY WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE INCREDIBLE WORK BEING 

DONE BY THE MEDICAL PROVIDER COMMUNITY AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

COMMUNITY.  

THESE PERIODS OF UNCERTAINTY WHERE WE'RE WORKING WITH VERY 

LIMITED KNOWLEDGE, AND VERY LIMITED INFORMATION ARE VERY 

DIFFICULT AND PEOPLE ARE DOING AN OUTSTANDING JOB ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY, TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THIS.  

SO, THANK YOU AND I'D BE HAPPY TO TAKE YOUR QUESTIONS.  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU.  

 

 

 >> WE'LL GO AROUND THE ROOM AND THEN WE'LL GO TO THE PHONES.  

 

 

 >> DR. BESSER, FOX NEWS.  

IS THE CDC WORKING ON A VACCINE SPECIFICALLY FOR THIS NEW SUBTYPE 

OF SWINE FLU OR ARE EXISTING VACCINES EFFECTIVE SO FAR?  



WE DON'T THINK THAT ANY OF THE EXISTING VACCINES ARE EFFECTIVE 

AND WHENEVER WE SEE A NEW STRAIN OF INFLUENZA WE LOOK TO CREATE 

WHAT'S CALLED THE FEED STOCK AND THAT'S THE STOCK OF THE VIRUS 

THAT WOULD BE USED IN THE EVENT WE DECIDE TO MAKE A VACCINE.  

THERE ARE DISCUSSIONS ONGOING ABOUT WHETHER TO MAKE A VACCINE AND 

WHETHER THAT SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN.  

IT'S NOT AN EASY DECISION.  

IT WOULD INVOLVE LOOKING AT WHAT VACCINE IS NEEDED FOR NEXT 

YEAR'S FLU SEASON.  

WHETHER THIS IS A STRAIN THAT WE WANT TO LOOK TO INCLUDE AND 

THERE ARE TRADEOFFS THERE, BUT THOSE DISCUSSIONS ARE UNDER WAY SO 

THAT IF WE DECIDE TO MANUFACTURE A VACCINE WE'D BE READY TO START 

THAT PROCESS.  

 

 

 >> WSB TELEVISION IN ATLANTA.  

SO FAR THE ILLNESS IS MORE SEVERE IN MEXICO AND LESS SEVERE AMONG 

THE CASES HERE.  

IS THAT OPTIMISTIC TO YOU?  

DO YOU THINK THAT -- THAT PATTERN OR IS IT TOO EARLY TO TELL?  

 

 

 >> THAT IS A CRITICAL QUESTION, WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW IS WHY WE'RE 

SEEING A DIFFERENT DISEASE SPECTRUM IN MEXICO THAN WE'RE SEEING HERE.  

I WOULDN'T BE OVERLY REASSURED BY THAT.  

THERE ARE MANY REASONS THAT COULD EXPLAIN THAT AND AS WE GATHER 

INFORMATION, WE HOPE TO SORT THAT OUT, BUT I WOULDN'T -- 

I WOULDN'T REST ON THE FACT THAT WE HAVE ONLY SEEN CASES IN THIS 

COUNTRY THAT ARE LESS SEVERE.  

AS WE CONTINUE TO LOOK I EXPECT THAT WE WILL SEE ADDITIONAL CASES 

AND I EXPECT THAT THE SPECTRUM OF DISEASE WILL EXPAND.  

 

 

 >> I WAS TOLD THAT SOME GOVERNMENT AGENCIES IN NEIGHBORING STATE, 



ALABAMA, THAT WORKERS ARE BEING ORDERED TO WEAR MASKS AT WORK.  

IN A WORKPLACE WHERE THERE HAS BEEN NO ACTIVE SIGN OF DISEASE IS 

THAT RECOMMENDED AT THIS POINT?  

 

 

 >> I'M NOT AWARE OF ANY STATES UNDERTAKING THAT.  

IN TERMS OF OUR RECOMMENDATIONS WE WOULD NOT RECOMMEND THAT 

PEOPLE GENERALLY WEAR MASKS IN THEIR WORKPLACE AS A PRECAUTIONARY 

MEASURE.  

AS A DOCTOR AND AS A PARENT THE ISSUE OF MASKS COME UP AND PEOPLE SAY WOW?  

SHOULD I WEAR MASKS?  

IS THAT GOING TO PROTECT ME.  

ANYTHING THAT YOU CAN DO TO PREVENT INFECTION ARE CRITICALLY 

IMPORTANT.  

MASKS, THE EVIDENCE OF THEIR VALUE OUTSIDE OF HEALTHCARE SETTINGS 

AND OUTSIDE OF SETTINGS WHERE YOU ARE COMING DIRECT FACE-TO-FACE 

WITH SOMEONE WHO HAS AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE, THE EVIDENCE THERE IS 

NOT VERY STRONG.  

I KNOW SOME PEOPLE FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE HAVING A MASK AND THERE 

ARE CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE THAT MAY BE OF VALUE, BUT I WOULD 

RATHER PEOPLE REALLY FOCUS HAND WASHING, NOT GIVING THAT LITTLE 

KISS OF GREETING WHEN YOU'RE MEETING SOMEBODY RIGHT NOW.  

DOING THOSE SORTS OF THINGS AND COVERING YOUR COUGH AND YOUR 

SNEEZE AND THEN IF YOU FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE WITH A MASK, IF 

YOU'RE IN A COMMUNITY OR SETTING WHERE THERE'S ONGOING DISEASE 

TRANSMISSION AND THEN YOU CAN THINK ABOUT THAT, BUT THE OTHER 

THINGS WHERE THERE IS THAT EVIDENCE ARE THE THINGS WE'RE REALLY 

TRYING TO PUSH.  

ON THE PHONE?  

OKAY.  

 

 

 >> DANIEL STEINBERG WITH CBS NEWS.  

WHERE IS THE CDC AND OTHER HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS WHERE ARE THEY IN 



TRACKING THE ORIGIN, PERHAPS PIG FARMS AND OTHER CASES?  

 

 

 >> WE ARE UNDERTAKING WORK WITH THE USDA ON THAT FACT AND THE 

ISSUE OF WHERE DID THIS COME FROM?  

IT REMINDS ME OF AN IMPORTANT POINT.  

SOME PEOPLE WORRY ABOUT PORK PRODUCTS BECAUSE WE CALL THIS THE 

SWINE FLU.  

YOU CAN'T GET THIS FROM EATING PORK.  

COOK YOUR PORK APPROPRIATELY SO THAT YOU DON'T GET OTHER 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES, BUT INFLUENZA IS NOT TRANSMITTED BY EATING 

PORK OR PORK PRODUCTS.  

THEY ARE SAFE.  

WHAT WE DO AS WE INVESTIGATE THE CASES WE LOOK FOR ANY 

CONNECTIONS AND SEE IF ANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN SICK 

HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO PIGS OR SWINE AND WE'RE NOT FINDING THAT 

LINKAGE HERE.  

I KNOW THAT IN THE INVESTIGATIONS IN MEXICO THEY'LL BE LOOKING AS 

WELL TO SEE IS THERE ANY CONNECTION?  

CAN WE UNDERSTAND HOW THIS MAY HAVE FIRST STARTED?  

I WILL TAKE I QUESTION FROM THE PHONE.  

 

 

 >> AGAIN ON THE PHONE LINES IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASK A QUESTION, 

PLEASE PRESS STAR ONE.  

OUR FIRST QUESTION COMES FROM BETSY McKAY, WALL STREET JOURNAL.  

 

 

 >> HI, DR. BESSER.  

THANK YOU.  

I HAVE A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS.  

AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, W.H.O. HAS A PANEL MEETING RIGHT NOW 

WHETHER TO RAISE THE PANDEMIC LEVEL ALERT.  

SO I'M WONDERING IF THAT DOES HAPPEN AND IF IT'S RAISED TO LEVEL 



FOUR OR FIVE, WHAT SPECIFIC ACTIONS WOULD THAT TRIGGER HERE IN 

THE UNITED STATES?  

THE SECOND QUESTION I WANTED TO ASK WAS YOU'VE TALKED ABOUT HOW 

MUCH BETTER PREPARED WE ARE SINCE SARS AND DEFINITELY A LOT OF 

MONEY HAS GONE INTO PREPAREDNESS, BUT YOU FACE A COUPLE OF 

LIMITING FACTORS RIGHT NOW.  

ONE IS THAT THE AGE HASN'T BEEN CONFIRMED AND SECONDLY, STATE AND 

LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS ARE FACING A REAL FUNDING CRUNCH IN THE 

RECESSION AND I'M WONDERING IF YOU CAN ADDRESS THOSE TWO.  

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO MORE EFFECTIVELY DO YOUR JOB AND ARE THOSE 

LIMITING YOU?  

 

 

 >> YOUR FIRST QUESTION ABOUT W.H.O., THE EXPERT COMMITTEE IS 

MEETING TODAY TO LOOK AT THE CURRENT SITUATION AND SEE WHETHER 

ANY CHANGES NEED TO BE MADE IN TERMS OF PHASES.  

THAT GOES ON A COMMENT I MADE EARLIER ABOUT IT, IT DOESN'T REALLY 

MATTER FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE WHAT YOU CALL THIS.  

OUR ACTIONS ARE BASED ON WHAT'S TAKING PLACE IN OUR COUNTRY AND 

IN OUR COMMUNITIES.  

IT MAY HAVE MORE RELEVANCE TO A COUNTRY THAT HAS YET TO SEE CASES 

IN TERMS OF WHAT THEY WOULD START TO DO.  

HERE, WE ARE ACTING AGGRESSIVELY AND WHETHER THEY GO FROM PHASE 

THREE TO A PHASE 4 WOULD NOT CHANGE ANYTHING THAT WE ARE 

CURRENTLY DOING.  

IN TERMS OF PUBLIC HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE WHETHER YOU'RE LOOKING 

AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL OR STATE OR LOCAL LEVEL, IT'S CRITICAL TO 

OUR SUCCESS IN RECOGNIZING OUTBREAKS AND BEING ABLE TO RESPOND TO 

OUTBREAKS.  

THE LACK OF A SECRETARY OF HEALTH HAS WANT IN ANY WAY LED TO 

DIMINISHED ACTIVITY IN OUR DEPARTMENT APPROACHING THIS PROBLEM.  

WE HAVE AN OUTSTANDING DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

THAT IS AGGRESSIVELY ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE.  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HAVING LEADERSHIP IN POSITIONS, BUT THAT 



HASN'T IMPACTED OUR ABILITY TO RESPOND.  

 

 

 >> YOU ASKED A QUESTION ABOUT STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND I HAVE TO BE HONEST ON THAT THE ECONOMIC 

REALITIES THAT BEEN VERY HARD ON STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH.  

WE AS A NATION RELY ON PUBLIC HEALTH PERSONNEL AT THE STATE AND 

LOCAL LEVELS TO IDENTIFY THESE OUTBREAKS AND IDENTIFY THEM 

QUICKLY AND BE ABLE TO RESPOND AND WE HAVE AN OUTSTANDING PUBLIC 

HEALTH SYSTEM, BUT IT IS IN A TOUGH SITUATION.  

WE HEAR ABOUT TENS OF THOUSANDS OF STATE PUBLIC HEALTH WORKERS 

WHO ARE GOING TO BE LOSING THEIR JOBS BECAUSE OF STATE BUDGETS 

AND IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT WE LOOK AT THAT AND WE LOOK AT THAT 

RESOURCE BECAUSE THIS OUTBREAK WAS IDENTIFIED BECAUSE OF A LOT OF 

THE WORK GOING ON AROUND PREPAREDNESS.  

MEXICO, YES, HAD BEEN HAVING AN OUTBREAK OF FLU, BUT THE FIRST 

CASE OF SWINE FLU WAS IDENTIFIED IN SAN DIEGO AS PART OF A STUDY 

THAT WAS PART OF PREPAREDNESS, TO TRY AND DEVELOP NEW TEST KITS 

THAT DOCTORS CAN USE IN THEIR OFFICE.  

THAT KIND OF INVESTMENT IN PREPAREDNESS IS WHAT LED TO THIS.  

AS WE'RE LOOKING NOW AT HOW ARE WE -- HOW ARE WE SUPPORTING 

STATES, ONE OF THE THINGS WE'RE DOING IS WE'RE HELPING STATES 

SUPPORT THEMES AND SO WE'RE SENDING TEST KITS TO STATES SO THAT 

STATES WILL BE ABLE TO DO THEIR OWN TESTING TO DETERMINE DO THEY 

HAVE THIS ISOLATED FLU?  

WE'RE NOT SENDING IT TO ALL STATES AT FIRST.  

WE'RE ROLLING THIS OUT, BUT THAT INFRASTRUCTURE, THAT ABILITY AND 

THE LABORATORY NETWORK THAT'S BEEN BUILT OVER THE PAST DECADE IS 

ONE OF THE BACKBONES THAT WE COUNT ON TO BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY AND 

CONTROL OUTBREAKS.  

ANOTHER QUESTION FROM THE PHONE?  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU.  



OUR NEXT QUESTION DOLLARS JOANNE SOUTH EARNER, NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO.  

PLEASE GO AHEAD.  

 

 

 >> HI AND THANKS.  

HAS ANYONE HAD A CHANCE TO LOOK BACK, YOU MENTIONED SAN DIEGO, 

HAS ANYONE LOOKED FURTHER BACK TO FIGURE OUT WHETHER THE SARS WAS 

AROUND WEEKS AND MONTHS AGO IN THIS COUNTRY?  

 

 

 >> THAT'S A GOOD QUESTION AND WE HAD NOT SEEN THIS VIRUS IN THIS COUNTRY.  

IN ADDITION, WE'VE BEEN ASSISTING THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT IN 

LOOKING AT THE STRAINS OF FLU THAT THEY'VE SEEN THROUGH THEIR 

SEASON AND IN LOOKING AT THE ANALYSIS FROM THAT, THIS WAS NOT 

SOMETHING THAT THEY WERE SEEING CIRCULATING THERE.  

WE KNOW AT LEAST UNTIL MARCH AND THE ANALYSES OF THE LATER 

STRAINS I DON'T THINK HAS BEEN COMPLETED, BUT WE ARE TRYING TO 

UNDERSTAND WHERE IT FIRST AROSE AND WHERE IT MAY HAVE FIRST AROSE 

AND WHAT THAT MAY TELL US ABOUT WHERE IT CAME FROM AND HOW IT CAN 

BE CONTROLLED.  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU.  

OUR NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM HELEN GRANWELL, THE CANADIAN PRESS.  

 

 

 >> HI, THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR TAKING MY QUESTION.  

DR. BESSER, YESTERDAY YOU SAID SO FAR IN THE UNITED STATES, I 

THINK YOU SAID, ANYWAY, THERE'S ONLY BEEN ONE CASE WHERE KNOWN 

HUMAN-TO HUMAN TRANSMISSION OCCURRED.  

I'M WONDER WHETHER YOU TELL US WHETHER THAT'S STILL THE CASE OR 

IF YOU'RE SEEING GENERATIONS OF SPREAD AND I WOULD HAVE A 

FOLLOW-UP IF I COULD, PLEASE.  

 



 

 >> WE ONLY HAVE ONE CASE OF DOCUMENTED BY VIRAL TESTING PERSON 

TO-PERSON SPREAD, BUT I WOULDN'T BE REASSURED BY THAT.  

WE'RE SEEING SIGNIFICANT RATES OF RESPIRATORY INFECTION AMONG 

CONTACTS, AND I WOULD EXPECT THAT SOME OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS WILL 

END UP TESTING POSITIVE FOR THE SWINE FLU VIRUS.  

SO, YEAH.  

THANKS FOR THAT QUESTION.  

I DON'T WANT THAT TO BE TOO REASSURING.  

THIS VIRUS IS ACTING LIKE A FLU VIRUS AND FLU VIRUS IS SPREAD 

FROM PERSON TO PERSON.  

 

 

 >> GREAT.  

THE OTHER QUESTION I WANTED TO ASK YOU ABOUT HOW YOU STRIKE A 

BALANCE TO HAVE A MEASURED RESPONSE BECAUSE OBVIOUSLY THERE'S 

BEEN TONS OF PLANNING DONE IN THE PAST FEW YEARS IN RESPONSE TO 

THE THREAT OF H1, BUT THOSE RESOURCES ARE EXPENSIVE TO PUT 

TOGETHER AND THEY ARE PRECIOUS AND I WOULD IMAGINE THAT YOU MIGHT 

NOT WANT TO BLOW THROUGH A WHOLE BUNCH OF THE STOCKPILED 

ANTIVIRALS, FOR INSTANCE, AT THIS POINT BECAUSE WHO KNOWS HOW 

THIS VIRUS IS GOING TO CONTINUE TO BEHAVE IN THE FUTURE OR HOW H5 

WILL CONTINUE TO BEHAVE IN THE FUTURE.  

HOW DO YOU STRIKE THE BALANCE?  

 

 

 >> THAT'S A GREAT QUESTION.  

EVERY OUTBREAK IS UNIQUE.  

EVERY NEW STRAIN OF VIRUS IS UNIQUE AND UNTIL THE OUTBREAK HAS 

PROGRESSED YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT IT'S GOING TO DO AND SO IT'S A 

MATTER OF MAKING DECISIONS WITH INCOMPLETE INFORMATION AND SO IF 

YOU LOOK AT SOME OF THE DECISIONS WE'VE MADE, THE DECISION ABOUT 

PROVIDING ANTIVIRALS AND MATERIAL TO PEOPLE AROUND THE COUNTRY, 

WE ARE SENDING FOR 25%.  



WE'RE NOT SENDING FOR THE ENTIRE STOCKPILE AND WE'RE SENDING OUT 

SUPPLIES SO THAT IN THE EVENT THIS WERE TO BECOME SOMETHING MORE 

SERIOUS, THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND DOCTORS WOULD HAVE WHAT THEY 

NEEDED TO TAKE CARE OF PEOPLE.  

AS INFORMATION CHANGES, OUR LEVEL OF RESPONSE CAN CHANGE.  

IF WE WERE TO START TO SEE A MUCH MORE SEVERE COURSE OF ILLNESS 

IN THE COUNTRY, WE MIGHT RECOMMEND DIFFERENT CONTROL MEASURES AND 

COMMUNITIES THAN WE'RE CURRENTLY DOING.  

RIGHT NOW WE'RE AT THE RIGHT LEVEL IN TERMS OF WHAT WE'RE 

RECOMMENDING FOR RESPONSE BASED ON WHAT WE KNOW.  

A QUESTION HERE IN THE AUDIENCE.  

 

 

 >> WHAT ARE THE SIGNS THAT SWINE FLU IS IN METRO ATLANTA.  

 

 

 >> I THINK AS WE CONTINUE TO LOOK FOR CASES OF SWINE FLU WE'LL 

FIND THEM.  

THE RECOMMENDATIONS WE HAVE IN TERMS OF INDIVIDUALS, KNOWING WHAT 

THE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS ARE.  

IF YOU HAVE FEVER AND FLU-LIKE ILLNESS YOU SHOULD TALK TO YOUR DOCTOR.  

YOUR DOCTOR CAN TALK TO YOU ABOUT WHETHER TESTING IS -- OR 

TREATMENT IS APPROPRIATE.  

IN PARTICULAR, IF YOU HAVE -- IF YOU TRAVELED TO MEXICO AND YOU 

HAVE THOSE SYMPTOMS WE SHOULD SEE YOUR DOCTOR BECAUSE THAT'S AN 

AREA WHERE WE KNOW TRANSMISSION IS OCCURRING.  

I DON'T KNOW THE ODDS OF SOMEBODY IN ATLANTA HAS THIS INFECTION, 

BUT IT'S IMPORTANT THAT PEOPLE IN ATLANTA AND PEOPLE IN DALLAS 

AND PEOPLE IN PHILADELPHIA AND PEOPLE IN SMALL TOWNS KNOW ABOUT 

THIS, THAT THEY PAY ATTENTION AND THAT THEY UNDERSTAND THAT THEY 

HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY HERE IN TERMS OF PROTECTING THEMSELVES AND 

ALSO KNOWING WHAT THE SIGNS ARE AND WHAT THEY SHOULD DO IF 

THEY'RE ILL.  

ANOTHER QUESTION IN THE ROOM?  



 

 

 >> MATT GUPMAN, ABC NEWS.  

YOU MENTIONED THE LAST 20 WERE ALL FROM THE SAME SCHOOL IN NEW YORK.  

WHAT DOES THAT TELL US ABOUT THE SPREAD OF THE VIRUS?  

IS THAT SPREADING?  

 

 

 >> IT REALLY DOESN'T TELL US VERY MUCH.  

THE ADDITIONAL CASES FROM NEW YORK REPRESENT ADDITIONAL TESTING, 

NOT ONGOING TRANSMISSION AND SO IT DOESN'T TELL US VERY MUCH.  

WE'RE CONTINUING TO LOOK AROUND THE COUNTRY.  

HEALTH OFFICIALS AROUND THE COUNTRY ARE LOOKING AND DOING TESTING.  

SO, YOU KNOW, THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT WE HAVEN'T IDENTIFIED IT IN 

ADDITIONAL STATES, BUT I WOULDN'T PUT TOO MUCH ON THAT.  

OVER THE COURSE OF THE NEXT WEEK OR TWO, WE'LL KNOW A LOT MORE 

ABOUT DISEASE TRANSMISSION AND HOW THIS WILL GO.  

 

 

 >> WE'LL TAKE A QUESTION FROM THE PHONE.  

 

 

 >> OUR NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM ELIZABETH WEISS, USA TODAY.  

 

 

 >> HI, THANKS FOR TAKING MY CALL.  

ON THE FLU CALL EARLIER TODAY THEY SAID THAT THE CDC HAS ALREADY 

BEEN ABLE TO CULTURE THE WILD TYPE VIRUS AND YOU GUYS WERE 

ALREADY INCUBATING IT IN EGGS WHICH IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD THE 

CREATION OF A VACCINE.  

I JUST WANTED TO CONFIRM THAT IS THE CASE.  

 

 

 >> I THINK THAT'S WHAT I WAS DESCRIBING BEFORE IN TERMS OF 



GROWING A SEED STOCK FOR MANUFACTURING.  

THAT'S A MORE TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION OF WHAT I LAID OUT.  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU.  

OUR NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM MIKE STOBY, ASSOCIATED PRESS.  

 

 

 >> HI.  

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE CALL.  

TWO QUESTIONS, ACTUALLY.  

THE FIRST ONE HAS TO DO WITH SYMPTOMS.  

DOCTOR, INITIALLY THE CDC DESCRIBED RESPIRATORY ILLNESSES IN 

CONFIRMED U.S. CASES, BUT IN THESE NEW YORK ONES IT SOUNDS LIKE 

IT'S MORE OF A STOMACH PROBLEM, GASTROINTESTINAL.  

ARE THERE DIFFERENT SETS OF SYMPTOMS OR IS EVERYONE EXPERIENCING 

RESPIRATORY AND I HAVE A FOLLOW-UP QUESTION.  

 

 

 >> THAT'S A GOOD QUESTION.  

THE PRIMARY SYMPTOMS THAT WE HEAR ABOUT OF FEVER, COUGH, 

RESPIRATORY SYMPTOMS ARE STILL ONES PEOPLE NEED TO LOOK FOR.  

WE DO KNOW THAT THERE ARE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE HAD 

GASTROINTESTINAL SYMPTOMS OF DIARRHEA AND VOMITING.  

AND SO IF YOU HAVE THOSE SYMPTOMS IT DOESN'T RULE OUT THE FACT 

THAT THIS COULD BE SWINE FLU.  

SOME OF THE CASES HAVE REPORTED THAT, AND I CAN -- WE CAN GET 

BACK AT A FUTURE BRIEF IN TERMS OF WHAT PROPORTION OF THE CASES.  

THE MORE THE CASES ARE INVESTIGATING THE BETTER SENSE YOU'LL HAVE 

OF THE FULL SPECTRUM OF DISEASE HERE IN THE UNITED STATES AS WELL 

AS WHAT WE'RE HEARING FROM MEXICO.  

 

 

 >> MY SECOND QUESTION HAD TO DO WITH INFECTIOUSNESS.  



DO WE HAVE ANY INFORMATION YET ON WHETHER THESE ARE LARGE 

DROPLETS THAT ONLY SPREAD ABOUT FIVE FEET OUT OR SMALL DROPLETS 

THAT FILL A ROOM FROM TEN FEET OUT IN THE SUPER SPREAD TYPE 

SITUATION?  

 

 

 >> IT'S TOO EARLY TO BE ABLE TO ADDRESS THAT QUESTION?  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU.  

 

 

 >> OUR NEXT QUESTION?  

 

 

 >> KEN MILES WITH THE ATLANTA JOURNAL CONSTITUTION.  

ARE STATE AND LOCAL HEALTH AGENCY REQUESTING GUIDANCE IN DEALING 

WITH THIS AND WHAT ARE THEY BEING TOLD?  

 

 

 >> WE ARE WORKING VERY CLOSELY WITH STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH.  

IN SOME OF THE STATES WE HAVE TEAMS ON THE GROUND ASSISTING IN 

CALIFORNIA AND TEXAS.  

WE HAVE A LOT OF GUIDANCE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE IN TERMS OF WHAT 

PEOPLE SHOULD LOOK FOR, IN TERMS OF SIGNS AND SYMPTOM, WHAT 

DOCTORS SHOULD LOOK FOR AND HOW TESTING SHOULD BE DONE.  

WE HAVE INFORMATION ON INFECTION CONTROL PRACTICES THAT SHOULD BE 

APPLIED IN HEALTH CARE SETTINGS AND WE RECENTLY YESTERDAY POSTED 

THE GUIDANCE ON WHAT COMMUNITIES SHOULD DO IF THERE'S A CASE IN 

YOUR COMMUNITY.  

WE WILL CONTINUE TO POST GUIDANCE AND EXPAND ON THAT AS THIS GOES FORWARD.  

A QUESTION FROM THE PHONE.  

 

 



 >> THANK YOU, OUR NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM ROB STEIN, WASHINGTON POST.  

 

 

 >> HI, THANKS VERY MUCH FOR DOING THIS.  

 

 

 >> I HAD A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS.  

ONE WAS OVER THE TOTAL 40 CASES, WHAT IS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF 

HOSPITALIZATIONS SO FAR AND DO YOU HAVE -- NEW YORK IS REPORTING 

17 PROBABLE CASES.  

DO YOU HAVE A TOTAL, A TALLY OF PROBABLE CASES THAT ARE PENDING 

IN THE UNITED STATES AND THE LAST QUESTION WAS I WAS JUST 

WONDERING WHAT YOU THOUGHT ABOUT THE COMMENTS FROM THE EU HEALTH 

MINISTER TODAY ABOUT NOT TRAVELING TO THE UNITED STATES.  

 

 

 >> IN THE UNITED STATES OF THE 40 CASES THAT ARE CONFIRMED 

THERE'S BEEN ONE HOSPITALIZATION.  

IN NEW YORK CITY, I DON'T HAVE A NUMBER OF PROBABLE CASES, BUT 

PROBABLE CASE NEY GENERAL, WE HAVE A DEFINITION ON THE WEBSITE SO 

THAT WOULD BE SOMEONE THAT HAD COMPATIBLE SYMPTOMS WITH AN 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC LENGTH FOR WHICH THERE'S BEEN TESTING DONE AND IT'S 

NOT CONFIRMED.  

IN TERMS OF REPORTED COMMENTS FROM THE EU ABOUT TRAVEL TO THE 

UNITED STATES, BASED ON THE SITUATION IN THE UNITED STATES RIGHT 

NOW I THINK IT IS QUITE PREMATURE TO PUT TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS ON 

PEOPLE COMING TO THE UNITED STATES.  

WE HAVE 20 CASES OF SWINE FLU.  

WE'RE DOING ACTIVE SURVEILLANCE.  

SO FAR WE'VE SEEN ONE HOSPITALIZATION.  

AS THE SITUATION CHANGES, THEN THAT NEEDS TO BE EVALUATED BY 

INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES AND DIFFERENT COUNTRIES WILL TAKE A 

DIFFERENT APPROACH AND HAVE A DIFFERENT LEVEL OF CONCERN, BUT 

FROM WHAT WE KNOW TODAY I THINK IT'S PREMATURE ON PUTTING A 



TRAVEL RESTRICTION ON PEOPLE COMING TO THE UNITED STATES.  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU.  

OUR NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM MAGGIE FOX, REUTERS.  

 

 

 >> THE CDC IS GETTING EITHER BETTER OR WORSE?  

 

 

 >> AS WE LOOK AROUND WE WILL CONTINUE TO SEE MORE CASES AND IT'S 

REALLY OVER TIME WE'LL BE ABLE TO SEE MORE ABOUT THAT.  

IN TERMS OF GETTING BETTER, WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE IN MEXICO THAT 

THE NUMBER OF CASES IS GOING DOWN AND THAT PEOPLE ARE RECOVERING, 

AND THAT WOULD BE A WONDERFUL THING TO SEE.  

IF WE SEE NUMBERS OF CASES GOING UP, THAT'S NOT SOMETHING WE'D 

LIKE TO SEE.  

IT'S HARD TO KNOW WHAT THE COURSE OF AN OUTBREAK IS GOING TO LOOK 

LIKE UNTIL YOU'RE MUCH FURTHER INTO IT.  

ANOTHER THING THAT'S IMPORTANT TO NOTE IS THAT WE'RE NEARING THE 

END OF FLU SEASON AND OFTEN IN OUTBREAKS OF INFLUENZA YOU'LL SEE 

A DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF CASES BECAUSE IT'S THE END OF FLU 

SEASON AND WE CAN'T REST TOO COMFORTABLY ON THAT BECAUSE 

SOMETIMES IT COMES BACK AGAIN IN THE FALL WHEN FLU SEASON COMES BACK.  

SO WE'LL BE WATCHING CLOSELY TO SEE THE NUMBER OF CASES AND THE 

SEVERITY OF CASES AND AGE GROUP OF CASES AND THAT SORT OF THING.  

TWO MORE QUESTIONS FROM THE PHONE.  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU.  

OUR NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM MAGGIE FOX, REUTERS.  

PLEASE GO AHEAD.  

 

 



 >> WANTED TO ASK WHAT STRESS CONTINUES TO BE ON PERSONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY.  

I KNOW UNDER PRESIDENT BUSH THAT WAS THE FOCUS.  

WILL CDC CONTINUE TO RECOMMEND THAT FOCUS NOW?  

 

 

 >> I THINK THAT THERE'S RESPONSIBILITY AT MANY LEVELS, BUT IT IS 

SO IMPORTANT TO START AT THE LEVEL OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR HEALTH.  

WHETHER YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF EATING RIGHT AND 

EXERCISING FOR PREVENTION OF CHRONIC DISEASE OR WASHING YOUR 

HANDS, COVERING A ROUGH AND NOT GOING AROUND OTHER PEOPLE WHEN 

YOU'RE SICK FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASE, IT STARTS WITH PERSONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY, BUT IT DOESN'T END THERE.  

THERE ARE SO MANY THINGS THAT TAKE PLACE AT THE COMMUNITY LEVEL 

AND AT THE GOVERNMENTAL LEVEL THAT ARE SO IMPORTANT IN TERMS OF 

CONTROLLING AN OUTBREAK OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU.  

OUR NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM ELIZABETH LANDAU, CNN.  

 

 

 >> HI, THANKS FOR TAKING MY QUESTION.  

FIRST OF ALL, AT THE BEGINNING YOU SAID YOU SHOULDN'T EVEN, LIKE, 

GIVE A LITTLE KISS OF GREETING.  

IS THAT ONLY IN AFFECTED AREAS AND IS THAT FOR EVERYONE AND 

SECONDLY, THERE'S BEEN A WATER SHORTAGE IN MEXICO CITY.  

COULD THAT POSSIBLY HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH IT?  

 

 

 >> WOULD YOU MIND REPEATING THE FIRST QUESTION?  

I MISSED THAT.  

 



 

 >> OH, SORRY.  

WHEN YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT PRECAUTIONS SUCH AS, YOU KNOW, 

COVERING YOUR COUGH AND WANT -- 

YOU KNOW, DON'T EVEN GIVE PEOPLE -- YOU KNOW, A KISS OF GREETING.  

IS THAT ONLY AFFECTED AREAS OR FOR EVERYONE.  

 

 

 >> I THINK COVERING YOUR COUGH IS SOMETHING YOU SHOULD ALWAYS DO.  

IT'S VERY -- IT'S AN APPROPRIATE WAY TO REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF 

TRANSMISSION OF AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE.  

IN TERMS OF HOW YOU GREET SOMEBODY, IF YOU'RE IN AN INFECTED AREA 

OR IF YOU HAVE THE SWINE FLU IT'S PROBABLY BEST NOT TO -- TO NOT 

GIVE A KISS, BUT WE'RE NOT RECOMMENDING AN END OF AFFECTION 

DURING THE PERIOD.  

IT'S A PERIOD OF TIME WHEN WE NEED A LITTLE MORE AFFECTION, BUT 

DOING IT IN A WAY THAT ISN'T GOING TO TRANSMIT A RESPIRATORY 

DISEASE WOULD BE A CDC APPROACH.  

 

 

 >> ONE LAST QUESTION FROM THE ROOM.  

 

 

 >> YOU TALKED A LITTLE BIT ON FRIDAY ABOUT, YOU KNOW, IF IT WAS 

STRIKING HEALTHIER, YOUNGER PEOPLE AND NOT SOMETHING THAT WE SEE 

WITH SEASONAL FLU.  

HAVE YOUR PEOPLE LEARNED ANYTHING ON THE GROUND ABOUT WHAT'S 

HAPPENING FROM AND WHY IT SEEMS TO BE HITTING HARD, YOUNGER PEOPLE?  

 

 

 >> WE'RE JUST STARTING TO GET SOME INFORMATION THERE AND SO IT'S 

A LITTLE EARLY TO SAY, BUT THAT'S AN IMPORTANT THING THAT WE'LL 

LOOK AT BECAUSE THE AGE DISTRIBUTION CAN BE USEFUL WHEN YOU'RE 

LOOKING AT AN EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASE, IN TELLING YOU 



SOMETHING ABOUT WHETHER CERTAIN PARTS OF THE POPULATION WOULD 

HAVE BUILT-IN IMMUNITY AND WHETHER THE AGENT IS CAUSING PROBLEMS 

BY ITSELF OR HOW THE HOST IS RESPONDING.  

IT'S TOO EARLY TO SAY ANYTHING THAT'S GOING ON IN MEXICO.  

THANKS VERY MUCH.  

 

 

 >> THANK YOU ALL FOR ATTENDING TODAY'S PRESS BRIEFING.  

WE'LL PROBABLY BE BACK HERE AGAIN TOMORROW.  

THANK YOU.   


