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B
roadband is the great infrastructure challenge o

fth
e early 

21st century. 
L

ike electricity a century ago, broadband is a foundation 
for econom

ic grow
th, jo

b
 creation, global com

petitiveness an
d

 
a b

etter w
ay o

f life. It is enabling entire new
 industries and 

unlocking vast new
 possibilities for existing ones. It is changing 

how
 w

e educate children, deliver health care, m
anage energy, 

ensure public safety, engage governm
ent, and access, organize 

and dissem
inate know

ledge. 
F

ueled prim
arily by private sector investm

ent and innova
tion, th

e A
m

erican broadband ecosystem
 has evolved rapidly. 

T
he n

u
m

b
er o

f A
m

ericans w
ho have broadband at hom

e has 
grow

n from
 eight m

illion in
 2

0
0

0
 to nearly 200 m

illion last 
year. Increasingly capable fixed and m

obile netw
orks allow

 
A

m
ericans to access a grow

ing n
u

m
b

er of valuable applications 
through innovative devices. 

B
ut broadband in A

m
erica is n

o
t all it needs to be. 

A
pproxim

ately 100 m
illion A

m
ericans do not have broadband 

at hom
e. B

roadband-enabled health inform
ation technology 

(IT
) can im

prove care and low
er costs by hundreds of billions 

of dollars in the com
ing decades, yet the U

nited S
tates is behind 

m
any advanced countries in the adoption of such technology. 

B
roadband can provide teachers w

ith tools that allow
 students 

to learn the sam
e course m

aterial in half the tim
e, but there is a 

dearth o
f easily accessible digital educational content required 

for such opportunities. A
 broadband-enabled S

m
art G

rid could 
increase energy independence and efficiency, but m

uch of the data 
required to capture these benefits are inaccessible to consum

ers, 
businesses and entrepreneurs. A

nd nearly a decade after 9/11, our 
first responders still lack a nationw

ide public safety m
obile broad

band com
m

unications netw
ork, even though such a netw

ork could 
im

prove em
ergency response and hom

eland security. 

F
ulfilling th

e C
on

gression
al M

an
d

ate 
In

 early 2009, C
ongress directed the F

ederal C
om

m
unications 

C
om

m
ission (FC

C
) to develop a N

ational B
roadband P

lan to 
ensure every A

m
erican has "access to broadband capability." 

C
ongress also required th

at this plan include a detailed strategy 
for achieving affordability and m

axim
izing use of broadband to 

advance "consum
er w

elfare, civic participation, public safety and 
hom

eland security; com
m

unity developm
ent, health care deliv

ery, energy independence and efficiency, education, em
ployee 

training, private sector investm
ent, entrepreneurial activity; job 

creation and econom
ic grow

th, and other national purposes." 

B
roadband netw

orks only create value to consum
ers and 

businesses w
hen they are used in

 conjunction w
ith broadband

capable devices to deliver useful applications and content. To 
fulfill C

ongress's m
andate, the plan seeks to ensure that the entire 

broadband ecosystem
-netw

orks, devices, content and applica
tio

n
s-is healthy. It m

akes recom
m

endations to the FC
C

, the 
E

xecutive B
ranch, C

ongress and state and local governm
ents. 

T
h

e P
lan

 
G

overnm
ent can influence the broadband ecosystem

 in four w
ays: 

1. 
D

esign policies' to ensure ro
b

u
st com

petition and, as a 
result m

axim
ize consum

er w
elfare, innovation and 

investm
ent. 

2. 
E

nsure efficient allocation and m
anagem

ent of assets 
governm

ent controls o
r influences, such as spectrum

, poles, 
and rights-of-w

ay, to
 encourage netw

ork upgrades and com


petitive entry. 
3. 

R
eform

 current universal service m
echanism

s to support 
deploym

ent of broadband and voice. in
 high-cost areas; and 

ensure th
at low

-incom
e A

m
ericans can afford broadband; 

and in
 addition, support efforts to boost adoption and 

utilization. 
4. 

R
eform

 law
s, policies, standards and incentives to m

axi
m

ize the benefits of broadband in sectors governm
ent influ

ences significantly, such as public education, health care 
and governm

ent operations. 

1. E
stab

lish
in

g
 co

m
p

etitio
n

 policies. P
olicym

akers, including 
the FC

C
, have a broad set of tools to

 protect and encour-
age com

petition in the m
arkets th

at m
ake up the broadband 

ecosystem
: netw

ork services, devices, applications and content. 
T

he plan contains m
ultiple recom

m
endations that w

ill foster 
com

petition across the ecosystem
. T

hey include the follow
ing: 

>-
C

ollect, analyze, b
en

ch
m

ark
 an

d
 p

u
b

lish
 detailed, 

m
ark

et-b
y

-m
ark

et in
fo

rm
atio

n
 o

n
 b

ro
ad

b
an

d
 pric-

in
g

 an
d

 com
petition, w

hich w
ill likely have direct im

pact 
o

n
 com

petitive behavior (e.g., through benchm
arking of 

pricing across geographic m
arkets). T

his'w
ill also enable 

the F
C

C
 and other agencies to apply appropriate rem

edies 
w

hen com
petition is lacking in

 specific geographies or 
m

arket segm
ents. 

>-
D

evelop d
isclo

su
re req

u
irem

en
ts fo

r b
ro

ad
b

an
d

 serv
ice 

p
ro

v
id

ers to ensure consum
ers have the pricing and perfor

m
ance inform

ation th
ey

 need to
 choose the best broadband 
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offers in
 th

e m
arket. Increased transparency w

ill in
cen

t 
service providers to com

pete for custom
ers on the basis of 

actual perform
ance. 

>
 

U
n

d
ertak

e a co
m

p
reh

en
siv

e review
 o

f w
h

o
lesale co

m
p

e
titio

n
 ru

les to help ensure com
petition in fixed and m

obile 
broadband services. 

>
 

F
ree u

p
 an

d
 allo

cate ad
d

itio
n

al sp
ectru

m
 fo

r u
n

licen
sed

 
use, fostering ongoing innovation and com

petitive entry. 
>

 
U

p
d

ate ru
les fo

r w
ireless b

ack
h

au
l sp

ectru
m

 to increase 
capacity in

 urban areas and range in
 rural areas. 

>
 

E
x

p
ed

ite actio
n

 o
n

 d
ata ro

am
in

g
 to determ

ine how
 b

est 
to achieve w

ide, seam
less an

d
 com

petitive coverage, en
courage m

obile broadband providers to construct an
d

 build 
netw

orks, and prom
ote en

try
 and com

petition. 
>

 
C

hange ru
les to

 en
su

re a co
m

p
etitiv

e an
d

 in
n

o
v

ativ
e 

video set-to
p

 b
o

x
 m

ark
et, to be consistent w

ith S
ection 

629 of the T
elecom

m
unications A

ct. T
he A

ct says th
at th

e 
F

C
C

 should ensure th
at its rules achieve a com

petitive 
m

arket in
 video "navigation devices," or set-top b

o
x

es-th
e 

devices consum
ers use to

 access m
uch of the video th

ey
 

w
atch today. 

>
 

C
larify th

e
 C

o
n

g
ressio

n
al m

an
d

ate allow
ing state an

d
 

local en
tities to

 p
ro

v
id

e b
ro

ad
b

an
d

 in
 th

eir co
m

m
u


n

ities and do so in
 w

ays th
at use public resources m

ore 
effectively. 

>
 

C
larify th

e relatio
n

sh
ip

 b
etw

een
 u

sers an
d

 th
eir o

n
lin

e 
p

ro
files to

 en
ab

le co
n

tin
u

ed
 in

n
o

v
atio

n
 an

d
 co

m
p

eti
tio

n
 in

 ap
p

licatio
n

s an
d

 en
su

re co
n

su
m

er privacy, 
including th

e obligations of firm
s collecting personal 

inform
ation to allow

 consum
ers to know

 w
hat inform

ation 
is being collected, consent to such collection, correct it if 
necessary, and control disclosure of such personal inform

a
tion to th

ird
 parties. 

2. E
n

su
rin

g
 efficien

t allo
catio

n
 an

d
 u

se o
f g

o
v

ern
m

en
t

o
w

n
ed

 an
d

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t-in
flu

en
ced

 assets. G
overnm

ent 
establishes policies for the use of spectrum

 and oversees access 
to poles, conduits, rooftops and rights-of-w

ay, w
hich are used 

in the deploym
ent of broadband netw

orks. G
overnm

ent also 
finances a large num

ber of infrastructure projects. E
nsuring 

these assets and resources are allocated and m
anaged effi

ciently can encourage deploym
ent of broadband infrastructure 

and low
er barriers to

 com
petitive entry. T

he plan contains a 
num

ber o
f recom

m
endations to accom

plish these goals. T
hey 

include the follow
ing: 

>
 

S
p

ectru
m

 is a m
ajor in

p
u

t for providers of broadband 
service. C

urrently, the F
C

C
 has only 50 m

egahertz in
 inven

. tory, ju
st a fraction of th

e am
ount th

at w
ill be necessary 

to m
atch grow

ing dem
and. M

ore efficient allocation and 
assignm

ent of spectrum
 w

ill reduce deploym
ent costs, drive 

investm
ent and benefit consum

ers through b
etter perfor

m
ance and low

er prices. T
he recom

m
endations o

n
 spec

tru
m

 policy include the follow
ing: 

>
 

M
ak

e 5
0

0
 m

eg
ah

ertz o
f sp

ectru
m

 new
ly available 

for broadband w
ithin 10 years, of w

hich 3
0

0
 m

egahertz 
should be m

ade available for m
obile use w

ithin five 
years. 

>
 

E
n

ab
le in

cen
tiv

es an
d

 m
ech

an
ism

s to
 rep

u
rp

o
se 

sp
ectru

m
 to m

ore flexible uses. M
echanism

s include 
incentive auctions, w

hich allow
 auction proceeds to

 be 
shared in

 an equitable m
an

n
er w

ith current licensees 
as m

arket dem
ands change. T

hese w
ould benefit b

o
th

 
spectrum

 holders an
d

 th
e A

m
erican public. T

he public 
could benefit from

 additional spectrum
 for high-de

m
and uses and from

 new
 auction revenues. Incunibents, 

m
eanw

hile, could recognize a portion of th
e value o

f en
abling new

 uses of spectrum
. F

or exam
ple, this w

ould al
low

 the F
C

C
 to share auction proceeds w

ith
 broadcast

ers w
ho voluntarily agree to

 use technology to continue 
traditional broadcast services w

ith less spectrum
. 

>
 

E
n

su
re g

reater tran
sp

aren
cy

 of spectrum
 allocation, 

assignm
ent and use through an

 F
C

C
-created spectrum

 
dashboard to foster an

 efficient secondary m
arket. 

>
 

E
x

p
an

d
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ities fo

r in
n

o
v

ativ
e sp

ectru
m

 ac
cess m

odels by creating new
 avenues for opportunistic 

and unlicensed use o
f spectrum

 and increasing research 
into new

 spectrum
 technologies. 

>
 

In
frastru

ctu
re such as poles, conduits, rooftops and rights

of-w
ay play an

 im
portant role in

 the econom
ics of broad

band netw
orks. E

nsuring service providers can access these 
resources efficiently and at fair prices can drive upgrades 
and facilitate com

petitive entry. In
 addition, testbeds can 

drive innovation of next-generation applications and, ulti
m

ately, m
ay prom

ote infrastructure deploym
ent. R

ecom


m
endations to

 optim
ize infrastructure use include: 

>
 

E
stab

lish
 lo

w
 an

d
 m

o
re u

n
ifo

rm
 ren

tal rates fo
r ac

cess to
 poles, and sim

plify and expedite the process for 
service providers to attach facilities to poles. 

>
 

Im
p

ro
v

e rights-of-w
ay m

an
ag

em
en

t fo
r co

st an
d

 
tim

e savings, prom
ote use offederal facilities for 

broadband, expedite resolution of disputes and identify 
and establish "best practices" guidelines for rights-of
w

ay policies and fee practices th
at are consistent w

ith 
broadband deploym

ent. 
>

 
F

acilitate efficien
t n

ew
 in

frastru
ctu

re co
n

stru
ctio

n
, 

including through "dig-once" policies th
at w

ould m
ake 

federal financing of highw
ay, road and bridge projects 

contingent o
n

 states an
d

 localities allow
ing jo

in
t de

ploym
ent of broadband infrastructure. 
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>-
P

ro
v

id
e u

ltra-h
ig

h
-sp

eed
 b

ro
ad

b
an

d
 co

n
n

ectiv
ity

 to
 

select U
.S. D

ep
artm

en
t o

f D
efense in

stallatio
n

s to 
enable the developm

ent of next-generation broadband 
applications for m

ilitary personnel and their fam
ilies 

living on base. 

3. C
reatin

g
 in

cen
tiv

es fo
r u

n
iv

ersal availability an
d

 adop
tio

n
 o

f b
ro

ad
b

an
d

. T
h

ree elem
ents m

ust be in
 place to 

ensure all A
m

ericans have the opportunity to reap th
e benefits 

of broadband. A
ll A

m
ericans should have access to broad

b
an

d
 service w

ith sufficient capabilities, all should be able 
to afford broadband an

d
 all should have the opportunity to 

develop digital literacy skills to take advantage ofbroadband. 
R

ecom
m

endations to prom
ote universal broadband deploy

m
en

t and adoption include the follow
ing: 

>-
E

n
su

re u
n

iv
ersal access to

 b
ro

ad
b

an
d

 n
etw

o
rk

 services. 
>-

C
reate th

e C
o

n
n

ect A
m

erica F
u

n
d

 (C
A

F
) to support 

th
e provision o

f affordable broadband and voice w
ith

 
at least 4 M

bps actual dow
nload speeds and shift up to 

$15.5 billion over the next decade from
 the existing U

ni
versal S

ervice F
u

n
d

 (U
S

F
) program

 to support broad
band. If C

ongress w
ishes to accelerate the deploym

ent 
of broadband to unserved areas and otherw

ise sm
ooth 

the transition o
fth

e F
und, it could m

ake available 
public funds of a few

 billion dollars p
er year over tw

o to 
three years. 

>-
C

reate a M
o

b
ility

 F
u

n
d

 to
 provide targ

eted
 fu

n
d

-
in

g
 to ensure no states are lagging significantly behind 

the national average for 3G
 w

ireless coverage. S
uch 3G

 
coverage is w

idely expected to be the basis for the future 
footprint of 4G

 m
obile broadband netw

orks. 
>-

T
ran

sitio
n

 th
e
 "leg

acy
" H

igh-C
ost co

m
p

o
n

en
t o

fth
e
 

, U
S

F
 over the n

ex
t 10 years and shift all resources to the 

new
 funds. T

he $4.6 billion per year H
igh C

ost com
po

n
en

t o
f the U

S
F

 w
as designed to support prim

arily voice 
services. It w

ill b
e replaced over tim

e by th
e C

A
F. 

>-
R

efo
rm

 in
tercarrier co

m
p

en
satio

n
, w

hich provides 
im

plicit subsidies to telephone com
panies by elim

i
nating per-m

inute charges over the next 10 years an
d

 
enabling adequate cost recovery through the C

A
F. 

>-
D

esign th
e n

ew
 C

o
n

n
ect A

m
erica F

u
n

d
 an

d
 M

o
b

ility
 

F
u

n
d

 in
 a tax

-efficien
t m

an
n

er to m
inim

ize th
e size 

of the broadband availability gap and thereby reduce 
contributions b

o
rn

e by consum
ers. 

>-
B

ro
ad

en
 th

e
 U

S
F

 co
n

trib
u

tio
n

 b
ase to ensure U

S
F

 
rem

ains sustainable over tim
e. 

>-
C

reate m
ech

an
ism

s to
 en

su
re affo

rd
ab

ility
 to

 low
-in

co
m

e A
m

erican
s. 
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>-
E

x
p

an
d

 th
e L

ifeline an
d

 L
ink-U

p p
ro

g
ram

s b
y

 allow
ing 

su
b

sid
ies p

ro
v

id
ed

 to
 low

-incom
e A

m
erican

s to
 b

e u
sed

 
fo

r b
ro

ad
b

an
d

. 
>-

C
o

n
sid

er licen
sin

g
 a b

lo
ck

 o
f sp

ectru
m

 w
ith

 a condi
tio

n
 to

 o
ffer free o

r low
-cost serv

ice th
at w

ould create 
affordable alternatives for consum

ers, reducing the 
burden on U

SF. 
>-

E
n

su
re ev

ery
 A

m
erican

 h
as th

e o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 to

 b
eco

m
e 

digitally literate. 
>-

L
au

n
ch

 a N
atio

n
al D

igital L
iteracy

 C
orps to

 organize 
and train

 youth and adults to teach digital literacy skills 
and enable private sector program

s addressed at break
ing adoption barriers. 

4
. U

p
d

atin
g

 policies, settin
g

 stan
d

ard
s an

d
 aligning in


cen

tiv
es to

 m
ax

im
ize u

se fo
r n

atio
n

al p
rio

rities. F
ederal, 

T
ribal, state and local governm

ents play an im
portant role 

in
 m

any sectors of o
u

r econom
y. G

overnm
ent is the largest 

health care payor in
 the country, operates the public education 

system
, regulates m

any aspects of the energy industry, provides 
m

ultiple services to its citizens and has prim
ary responsibility 

for hom
eland security. T

he plan includes recom
m

endations 
designed to unleash increased use, private sector investm

ent 
and innovation in these areas. T

hey include th
e follow

ing: 
>-

H
ealth

 care. B
roadband can help im

prove the quality and 
low

er the cost of health care through health IT
 and im

proved 
data capture and use, w

hich w
ill enable clearer understand

ing of the m
ost effective treatm

ents and processes. T
o 

achieve these objectives, the plan has recom
m

endations th
at 

w
ill: 

>-
H

elp ensure health care providers have access to afford
able broadband by transform

ing the F
C

C
's R

ural H
ealth 

C
are P

rogram
. 

>-
C

reate incentives for adoption by expanding reim
burse

m
en

t for e-care. 
>-

R
em

ove barriers to e-care by m
odernizing regulations 

like device approval, credentialing, privileging and 
licensing. 

>-
D

rive innovative applications and advanced analytics 
by ensuring patients have control over their health data 
and ensuring interoperability of data. 

>-
E

ducation. B
roadband can enable im

provem
ents in

 public 
education through e-Iearning and online content, w

hich can 
provide m

ore personalized learning opportunities for stu
dents. B

roadband can also facilitate the flow
 of inform

ation, 
helping teachers, parents, schools and other organizations to 
m

ake better decisions tied to each student's needs and abili
ties. T

o those ends, the plan includes recom
m

endations to: 

F
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>-
Im

prove the connectivity to schools and libraries by up
grading the F

C
C

's E
-R

ate program
 to

 increase flexibility, 
im

prove program
 efficiency and foster innovation by pro

m
oting the m

ost prom
ising solutions and funding w

ireless 
connectivity to learning devices th

at go hom
e w

ith students. 
>-

A
ccelerate online learning by enabling the creation of 

digital co
n

ten
t and learning system

s, rem
oving regula

tory barriers and prom
oting digital literacy. 

>-
P

ersonalize learning and im
prove decision-m

aking by 
fostering adoption of electronic educational records and 
im

proving financial data transparency in education. 
>-

E
n

erg
y

 an
d

 th
e en

v
iro

n
m

en
t. B

roadband can p
lay

a m
ajor 

role in
 th

e transition to a clean energy econom
y. A

m
eri-

ca can use these innovations to reduce carbon pollution, 
im

prove o
u

r energy efficiency and lessen o
u

r dependence 
o

n
 foreign oil. T

o achieve these objectives, the plan has 
recom

m
endations th

at w
ill: 

>-
M

odernize th
e electric grid w

ith broadband, m
aking it 

m
ore reliable and efficient. 

>-
U

nleash energy innovation in
 hom

es and buildings by 
m

aking energy data readily accessible to consum
ers. 

>-
Im

prove the energy efficiency and environm
ental im


pact o

f the IC
T

 sector. 
>-

E
co

n
o

m
ic o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

. B
roadband can expand access 

to jobs and training, support entrepreneurship and sm
all 

business grow
th and strengthen com

m
unity developm

ent 
efforts. T

he plan includes recom
m

endations to: 
>-

S
upport broadband choice and sm

all businesses' use of 
broadband services' and applications to

 drive job cre
ation, grow

th and productivity gains. 
>-

E
xpand opportunities for job training and placem

ent 
through an

 online platform
. 

>-
Integrate broadband assessm

ent and planning into eco
nom

ic developm
ent efforts. 

>-
G

o
v

ern
m

en
t p

erfo
rm

an
ce an

d
 civic en

g
ag

em
en

t. W
ithin 

governm
ent, broadband can drive greater efficiency and 

effectiveness in
 service delivery and internal operations. It 

can also im
prove the quantity and quality of civic engage

m
en

t by providing a platform
 for m

eaningful engagem
ent 

w
ith representatives and agencies. T

hrough its ow
n use o

f 
broadband, governm

ent can support local efforts to deploy 
broadband, particularly in

 unserved com
m

unities. T
o 

achieve these goals, th
e plan includes recom

m
endations to: 

>-
A

llow
 state and local governm

ents to
 purchase broad-

band from
 federal contracts such as N

etw
orx. 

>-
Im

prove governm
ent perform

ance and operations 
through cloud com

puting, cybersecurity, secure authen
tication and online service delivery. 

ecosystem
 and m

odernizing the dem
ocratic process. 

>-
P

u
b

lic safety
 an

d
 h

o
m

elan
d

 security. B
roadband can bol

ster efforts to im
prove public safety and hom

eland security 
by allow

ing first responders to send and receive video an
d

 
data, by ensuring all A

m
ericans can access em

ergency ser
vices and im

proving the w
ay A

m
ericans are notified ab

o
u

t 
em

ergencies. T
o achieve these objectives, the plan m

akes 
recom

m
endations to: 

>-
S

upport deploym
ent o

f a nationw
ide, interoperable 

public safety m
obile broadband netw

ork, w
ith fund

ing of up to $6.5 billion in
 capital expenditures over lO

 
years, w

hich could be reduced through cost efficiency 
m

easures and o
th

er program
s. A

dditional funding w
ill 

be required for operating expenses. 
>-

P
rom

ote innovation in
 th

e developm
ent and deploy

m
en

t o
f next-generation 911 and em

ergency alert 
system

s. 
>-

P
rom

ote cybersecurity and critical infrastructure sur
vivability to

 increase u
ser confidence, tru

st and adop
tion of broadband com

m
unications. 

L
o

n
g

-T
erm

 G
o

als 
In

 addition to th
e recom

m
endations above, the plan recom


m

ends th
at th

e country adopt and track the follow
ing six goals 

to serve as a com
pass over the next decade. 

G
oal N

o.1: A
t least 1

0
0

 m
illio

n
 U

.S. h
o

m
es sh

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

affo
rd

ab
le access to

 actu
al d

o
w

n
lo

ad
 speeds o

f at least 1
0

0
 

m
eg

ab
its p

er seco
n

d
 an

d
 actu

al u
p

lo
ad

 sp
eed

s o
f a

t least 5
0

 
m

eg
ab

its p
er seco

n
d

. 

G
oal N

o
.2

: T
h

e U
n

ited
 S

tates sh
o

u
ld

 lead
 th

e w
o

rld
 in

 
m

o
b

ile in
n

o
v

atio
n

, w
ith

 th
e fastest an

d
 m

o
st ex

ten
siv

e 
w

ireless n
etw

o
rk

s o
f an

y
 n

atio
n

. 

G
oal N

o
.3

: E
v

ery
 A

m
erican

 sh
o

u
ld

 have affo
rd

ab
le ac

cess to
 ro

b
u

st b
ro

ad
b

an
d

 serv
ice, an

d
 th

e m
ean

s an
d

 sk
ills 

to
 su

b
scrib

e ifth
e
y

 so
 choose. 

G
oal N

o
.4

: E
v

ery
 A

m
erican

 co
m

m
u

n
ity

 sh
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
affo

rd
ab

le access to
 a

t least 1 gigabit p
er seco

n
d

 b
ro

ad
b

an
d

 
serv

ice to
 an

ch
o

r in
stitu

tio
n

s su
ch

 as schools, h
o

sp
itals 

an
d

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t b
u

ild
in

g
s. 

G
oal N

o
.5

: T
o en

su
re th

e safety
 o

f th
e A

m
erican

 people, 
ev

ery
 first resp

o
n

d
er sh

o
u

ld
 h

av
e access to

 a n
atio

n
w

id
e, 

w
ireless, in

tero
p

erab
le b

ro
ad

b
an

d
 p

u
b

lic safety
 n

etw
o

rk
. 

>-
Increase civic engagem

ent by m
aking governm

ent m
ore 

G
oal N

o
.6

: T
o en

su
re th

a
t A

m
erica lead

s in
 th

e clean
 

open and transparent, creating a robust public m
edia 

en
erg

y
 econom

y, ev
ery

 A
m

erican
 sh

o
u

ld
 b

e ab
le to

 u
se 

X
 I V

 
F

E
D

 E
 H

A
L

 
C

O
 1\1 M

 (1 N
 I C

A
T

! 0 N
 S 

C
O

 1\1 \VI IS
S

 IO
N

 
W

W
W

.B
 R

 0 A
 D

B
A

 N
 D

. G
 0 V

 



b
ro

ad
b

an
d

 to
 track

 an
d

 m
an

ag
e th

eir real-tim
e en

erg
y

 
co

n
su

m
p

tio
n

. 

M
eeting th

ese six goals w
ill help achieve th

e C
ongressional 

m
andate o

f using broadband to achieve national purposes, 
w

hile im
proving th

e econom
ics o

f deploym
ent and adoption. 

In
 particular, th

e first tw
o goals w

ill create th
e w

orld's m
o

st 
attractive m

ark
et for broadband applications, devices an

d
 

in
frastru

ctu
re an

d
 en

su
re A

m
erica has the infrastructure to at

tract th
e leading com

m
unications and IT

 applications, devices 
and technologies. T

h
e th

ird
 goal, m

eanw
hile, w

ill ensure every 
A

m
erican has the opportunity to take advantage o

f th
e benefits 

broadband offers, including im
proved health care, b

etter edu
cation, access to a g

reater num
ber o

f econom
ic opportunities 

and g
reater civic participation. 

B
u

d
g

et Im
p

act o
f P

lan
 

G
iven th

e plan's goal of freeing 5
0

0
 m

egahertz of spectrum
, 

future w
ireless auctions m

ean th
e overall plan w

ill b
e revenue 

neutral, if n
o

t revenue positive. T
he vast m

ajority o
f recom


m

endations do n
o

t require new
 governm

ent funding; rather, 
they seek to drive im

provem
ents in

 governm
ent efficiency, 

stream
line processes and encourage private activity to prom

ote 
consum

er w
elfare an

d
 national priorities. T

he funding requests 
relate to public safety, deploym

ent to unserved areas and 
adoption efforts. If th

e spectrum
 auction recom

m
endations are 

im
plem

ented, th
e p

lan
 is likely to offset th

e potential costs. 

A
M

E
R

IC
A

'S
 

P
L

A
N

 
E

X
E

C
U

T
IV

E
 

S
IH

IM
.A

H
Y

 

Im
p

lem
en

tatio
n

 
T

he plan is in beta,and alw
ays w

ill be. L
ike the Internet itself, the 

plan w
ill alw

ays be changing-adjusting to new
 developm

ents in 
technologies and m

arkets, reflecting new
 realities, and evolving to 

realize the unforeseen opportunities of a particular tim
e. 

A
s such, im

plem
entation requires a long-term

 co
m

m
itm

en
t 

to m
easuring progress an

d
 adjusting program

s and policies to 
im

prove perform
ance. 

H
alf of th

e recom
m

endations in this plan are offered to th
e 

FC
C

. T
o begin im

plem
entation, the F

C
C

 w
ill: 

~
 

Q
uickly publish a tim

etable o
f proceedings to im

p
lem

en
t 

plan recom
m

endations w
ithin its authority. 

~
 

P
ublish an

 evaluation o
f plan progress and effectiveness as 

p
art of its annual 7

0
6

 A
dvanced S

ervices Inquiry. 
~
 

C
reate a B

roadband D
ata D

epository as a public resource 
for broadband inform

ation. 

T
he rem

aining h
alf o

f th
e recom

m
endations are offered to 

the E
xecutive B

ranch, C
ongress and state and local govern

m
ents. P

olicym
akers alone, though, cannot ensure success. 

Industry, non-profits, an
d

 governm
ent together w

ith th
e 

A
m

erican people, m
u

st now
 act and rise to our era's infrastruc

ture challenge. 
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